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On 9th August 117 AD (or it might have been the 7th or 8th), the Emperor Trajan died suddenly from
a stroke at Selinus in Cilicia on his way from Syria to Rome. This event prompted the renaming of the
city as Trajanopolis and the building of a cenotaph to Trajan.

Trajan lived 63 years and eleven months. He reigned for nineteen years and six months.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/carolemage/9014434946/in/set-72157625863323419/


The death of Trajan and accession of Hadrian | 2

Bust of Trajan wearing the Civic Crown with medallion, a sword belt
and the aegis (as symbol of divine power and world domination),

Glyptothek, Munich
© Carole Raddato

As Trajan lay dying, he adopted Hadrian as his heir. According to Dio Cassius, the Empress Pompeia
Plotina, a long time supporter of Hadrian, forged the will of her husband and gave the throne to
Hadrian.
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Colossal portrait of the Empress Plotina, the wife of Trajan, 129
AD, Vatican Museums, Rome

© Carole Raddato

As reported by the Historia Augusta, Trajan’s letter of adoption reached Hadrian in  Syria on the fifth
day before the Ides of August (9th). Hadrian was in command of the army at Antioch, the metropolis

http://www.flickr.com/photos/carolemage/9462146320/in/photostream/
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Historia_Augusta/Hadrian/1*.html
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of Syria, of which he was legatus (governor). On the third day before the Ides of August (11th) came
another dispatch announcing Trajan’s death. He was now the new Caesar, and that day marked his
dies imperii. Hadrian was forty-one years old.

The Roman Empire (red) and its clients (pink) in 117 AD during the reign of emperor Trajan.
(©Tataryn77 – Wikipedia)

Hadrian’s first important act was to abandon the conquests of Trajan beyond the Euphrates (Assyria,
Mesopotamia and Armenia). Mesopotamia and Assyria were given back to the Parthians, and the
Armenians were allowed a king of their own. However, all the other territories conquered by Trajan
were retained.

Later, in September 117, coins were issued at Rome showing Trajan’s adoption of Hadrian as his heir.
The denarius and aureus below have Hadrian as emperor on the obverse. On the reverse, Hadrian and
Trajan stand facing one another, holding a globe between them. The first coinage issue makes a point
of recording Trajan’s adoption of Hadrian as his successor.

https://i0.wp.com/followinghadrian.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/roman_empire_trajan_117ad.png
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Hadrian Denarius. Struck 117 AD. IMP CAESAR TRAIAN HADRIAN OPT AVG GER
DAC, laureate, draped & cuirassed bust right / PARTHIC DIVI TRAIAN AVG F P M
TR P COS P P, Trajan and Hadrian standing left and right holding globe between

them. RSC 1009c
http://www.wildwinds.com

Gold coin. 117 AD. (obverse) Bust of Hadrian, laureate, draped and cuirassed,
right.

(reverse) Trajan and Hadrian standing right and left, holding globe between
them.

https://i0.wp.com/www.wildwinds.com/coins/ric/hadrian/RIC_0002c.jpg
http://www.wildwinds.com
https://i0.wp.com/followinghadrian.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/658092001.jpg?ssl=1
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© The Trustees of the British Museum

However Hadrian did not go immediately to Rome. After receiving the news of Trajan’s death, he set
out from Antioch to view the remains of Trajan. Trajan’s ashes were sent on to Rome by ship whilst
Hadrian returned to Antioch, where he remained until October. He then journeyed north-westwards to
sort out the Danube frontier.

According to ancient writers, Trajan’s ashes (and later those of his wife Plotina) were deposited in a
golden urn inside of the base of his column.

Pedestal base of Trajan’s Column depicting a variety of Dacians arms & armour, Rome
© Carole Raddato

Hadrian finally left for Rome in June 118 and entered the city on 9 July 118, eleven months after his
succession to Trajan (see previous post).

https://www.flickr.com/photos/carolemage/14085295888/
http://followinghadrian.com/2013/07/09/picture-of-the-day-dupondius-commemorating-hadrians-arrival-in-rome-on-july-9-118-a-d/
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Portrait busts of Emperor Hadrian (AD 117-138) and his 2nd cousin Salonina Matidia (niece
and adoptive daughter of Trajan), British Museum

© Carole Raddato

Sources: Cassius Dio Roman History / Hadrian. The restless emperor Birley, Anthony R. (1997) / The
Life of Hadrian Historia Augusta
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